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Annual candlelight ceremony 
helps mourners remember 
their loved ones, share the pain 


BY ASHLEY JOST 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS e An invitation in the mail meant a lot to 
Niobe Perkins. 

It meant she wasn’t forgotten, and neither was 
her son, Trevion Watkins, 22, who was shot and 
killed in October. 

The invitation was for the annual candlelight 
memorial service Sunday afternoon, mourning 
those who lost their lives to violence in 2017. 

A similar letter went out to more than 200 other 
families of people who were killed in St. Louis dur- 
ing the most violent year the city has seen in more 
than 20 years. Letters went out to the families of 
victims from St. Louis County, too. 

Perkins hadn’t heard about the annual service 
before the letter came. 

“For someone to contact us and even think 
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VIGIL UNITES FAMILIES 
OF HOMICIDE VICTIMS 


ROBERT COHEN e° rcohen@post-dispatch.com 
Maurnice Baker (center) remembers her son Jerome Baker, 28, at a candlelight vigil 

at Williams Temple Church of God in Christ on Sunday. Tecona Sullivan (left), lost her 
son Michael Hurt, 28, in June and grandson John Frost, 16, in February; and Leslie Cody 
(right), lost her son Donald McNutt, 30, in June. 


STEPPING INTO THE NEW YEAR 


Florissant Police Officer Lori Mahn dances with Eddie, her police dog, at an early New Year's Eve party Sunday for 
Florissant older adults, organized by the Florissant Senior Commission and held at the James J. Eagan Community 


Center. Eddie attends many of the senior events. “The seniors spoil him rotten,” Mahn said. 
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Iran protests 
lead to social 
media blocks 


Two fatalities reported 
in widespread outpouring 
of economic discontent 


BY AMIR VAHDAT AND JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 


TEHRAN, IRAN e The largest protests to 
strike Iran in nearly a decade continued un- 
abated Sunday, despite a government move to 
block access to Instagram and a popular mes- 
saging app used by activists to organize, with 
even President Hassan Rouhani acknowledg- 
ing the public’s anger over the Islamic Re- 
public’s flagging economy. 

Rouhani and other leaders made a point to 
warn that the government wouldn’t hesitate 
to crack down on those it considers lawbreak- 
ers amid the demonstrations, which began 
Thursday over the economic woes plaguing 
Iran. 

“Those who misused cyberspace and 
spread violence are absolutely known to us 
and we will definitely confront them,” Iranian 
Interior Minister Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli 
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Five Colorado deputies are shot, 
one fatally, in ‘ambush’ attack 


BY COLLEEN SLEVIN 
AND ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 


DENVER « A man fired more than 100 
rounds at sheriff’s deputies in Colo- 
rado early Sunday, killing one and injur- 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 
David Morgan of Highlands Ranch, Colo., holds an American flag Sunday to honor slain 
sheriff’s deputy Zackari Parrish, whose body was being carried past. 


ambush. Two civilians were also injured. 

Douglas County Sheriff Tony Spurlock 
said deputies came under fire almost 
immediately and were shot “very, very 


ing four others, before being fatally shot 


himself in what authorities called an 


quickly” after entering a suburban Den- 
ver apartment and trying to talk with the 
suspect, who was holed up inside a bed- 
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In Washington 


How the tax law's 
effects play out 
for voters will be 
a huge factor 


BY CHUCK RAASCH 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


WASHINGTON e The elec- 
tions for Congress in Mis- 
souri and Illinois in 2018 can 
be forecast heavily on one un- 
knowable: How popular will 
the tax cuts just passed by 
Congress be in November? 

For now, that question is 
leaning heavily toward the 
Democrats’ opposition to it. 

Republicans, some of whom 
face tough re-election in the 
region, are furiously trying to 
sell the cuts as good for aver- 
age people — $2,000 in relief 
for an average family of four 
making $73,000. 

“This bill cuts taxes for in- 
dividuals at every income 
level and the numbers do not 
lie, this is a bill that focuses on 
middle-income earners,” said 
Rep. Rodney Davis, R-Tay- 
lorville, one of three regional 
U.S. House members expected 
to face serious challenges in 
18. The two others are Reps. 
Mike Bost, R-Murphysboro, 
and Ann Wagner, R-Ballwin. 

Democrats point to studies 
showing that a vast majority 
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In Jefferson City 


Lawmakers will 
revisit labor, taxes, 
more as clash with 

Greitens roils 


BY JACK SUNTRUP 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


JEFFERSON CITY e When 
the state Legislature con- 
venes on Wednesday, expect 
refocused debate on old issues 
and new sparring between 
lawmakers and Gov. Eric Gre- 
itens, a Republican, over his 
attempts to reshape state bu- 
reaucracy. 

Lawmakers in the over- 
whelmingly GOP-controlled 
Legislature are eyeing propos- 
als to weaken union-backed 
labor laws, alter the state’s le- 
gal climate, cut income taxes 
and expand access to charter 
schools. Also in the mix will 
be another push to largely ban 
lobbyist gifts and an effort to 
address opioid addiction. 

While it is impossible to 
know what will gain traction 
and what will fizzle during 
the 41/2-month session, GOP 
leaders interviewed did not 
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BOWLING 


In Sugar Bowl, Clemson 
takes on Alabama (again); 
Oklahoma, Georgia 
will face off in Rose Bowl. 
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Private bike-share 
companies consider 
expansion to St. Louis « a2 


Hochman: Rams’ clinching 
of NFL playoff spot 
stirs mixed emotions « B1 
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